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Abstract 
 
Natural spaces bare tour�st�c attract�ons w�th the natural and cultural landscape components they prov�de such                             
as cl�mate character�st�cs, w�ldl�fe, flora, water resources, rural l�festyle and the scenery. Th�s type of tour�sm                               
wh�ch �s carr�ed out w�th�n natural env�ronmental aspects and wh�ch �s sens�t�ve to natural spaces, local                               
cultural character�st�cs and to the preservat�on of trad�t�onal authent�c�ty �s called Eco­Tour�sm. Bes�des the�r                           
ecolog�cal �mportance, the wetland areas, wh�ch are of the most �mportant natural env�ronments around the                             
world,   are   used   tour�sm   and   recreat�onal   purposes.   
 
One of the most �mportant wetland areas �n Turkey that attract both domest�c and fore�gn tour�sts �s Uluabat                                   
Lake, wh�ch �s the subject matter of th�s study. The lake �s ass�gned as protected area and �ncluded �n Ramsar                                       
S�tes and L�v�ng Lakes Network. The regulat�ons on protect�on of the b�od�vers�ty of the lake and �ts                                 
surround�ng are �nsuff�c�ent. Therefore, th�s study a�ms to assoc�ate the natural and cultural env�ronmental                           
character�st�cs of the lake w�th tour�sm. Moreover, the study targets to spec�fy cr�ter�a for the tour�sm act�v�t�es                                 
to be carr�ed out around the lake and to determ�ne tour�sm types that adopt preservat�on culture. Study methods                                   
cons�st of data gather�ng, analys�s, synthes�s and evaluat�on.Uluabat Lake, wh�ch l�es w�th�n the borders of the                               
prov�nces   Bursa,   Kütahya,   Balıkes�r   and   B�lec�k,   forms   the   ma�n   mater�al   of   the   study.  
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