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Abstract

A Study on Motivations of Turkish Visitors of Gallipoli

Ulvi Cenap TOPCU

PhD. Cand., Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University, Graduate School of Social Sciences, Turkey

As one of the most dramatic fronts in the First World War, Gallipoli has a significant importance in history for
several hations. For Australians and New Zealanders, Gallipoli is known to be the root of their national identities.
Their visits to the battlefield site each year is called "pilgrimage" in the literature and the "Gallipoli soul" is still
influential in political contexts. This perspective demonstrates a divergence in "dark tourism" literature, with
deeper meanings attached to the site. Gallipoli is essentially important also for Turkish citizens. Starting from
just after the battles, it was politically framed throughout history. It is recognized to be the starting point of the
Turkish Indepence War and "Canakkale soul" is still being mentioned as a political resource in contemporary
politics in Turkey. Consequently, as Australians and New Zealanders, Turkish visitors are also expected to have
deeper motivations than what dark tourism concept comprises. This study aims to examine motivations of
Turkish visitors of Gallipoli from this point of view. Research data was gathered from 236 respondents from
institutions in Istanbul using an online questionnaire. Analysis revealed that Turkish motivations for Gallipoli
visits are distinctly related to nationalistic and spiritual motives. Even though individual pilgrim motives as
indicated in research for ANZAC visitors is not found, it is supported that Gallipoli visits have more meaning for
Turkish people than being interested in death related sites as elucidated in dark tourism literature. Therefore,
the data gathered from the Turkish sample reveals motivations of group consumption behaviour framed in
political discourse.

Keywords: Gallipoli, Battlefield Tourism, Dark Tourism, Visitor Motivation, Group Consumption.
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